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Room Agora 1


De Boelelaan 1105, Amsterdam

Costs:
Free
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Tweede lezing in de SID lezingenserie 2007-2008 over:
Nieuwe schaarste en machtsverschuivingen

Titel: “Global Energy Competition: The New World War”
door
Professor Michael Klare

Auteur van Blood and Oil en Professor Vrede en Veiligheid aan het Hampshire College, USA

Coreferent/discussieleider: Coby van der Linde, Directeur van het Clingendael International Energy Programme, Nederland
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Donderdag 15 november 2007, 18.30 uur, Vrije Universiteit (VU), Amsterdam
PRAKTISCHE INFORMATIE:
Datum:
donderdag 15 november, 2007 

Tijd:
18.30-20.00 uur

Plaats:
Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam


Agorazaal 1

De Boelelaan 1105, Amsterdam
Kosten:
geen

Voertaal:
Engels

Introducé(e)s:
van harte welkom

Ontvangst:
vanaf 18.00 uur

Bereikbaar:
openbaar vervoer: vanaf Zuid/WTC: te voet, sneltram 51 of stadstram 5 (halte VU). Vanaf Amsterdam CS: sneltram 51 (15 min.) of stadstram 5 (25 min.);

Auto: Ringweg A-10, afslag S108 Buitenveldert/Amstelveen Centrum
Informatie en registratie:

Secretariaat SID-Nederland;
E-mail:
sid-nl@socires.nl 
Tel.:
070-338 3287
Website:
www.sid-nl.org


GLOBAL ENERGY COMPETITION: THE NEW WORLD WAR – Michael Klare

President Bush has recently spoken of a "World War III" arising from a future clash between the West and Iran, so it is not far-fetched to speak of "world war" when discussing energy competition in the Persian Gulf region.  As the worldwide demand for energy intensifies and global supplies dwindle, the competition among major consuming nations will become increasingly severe and unforgiving.  In some cases, these competitive pressures will be expressed in the marketplace (in higher prices), but they also will be reflected in military competition, for example in the use of arms transfers as a reward to prospective oil providers.  If not moderated, this process will result in increased levels of international hostility and tension, producing a greater risk of war.

SID-SERIES 2007-2008: Emerging Global Scarcities and Power Shifts
The world map is being overhauled. The sharp price increases for raw materials, energy and food have direct consequences for the relative position of countries on the economic world map as well as for their development perspectives. 
Energy, water and food are traded on markets which are more and more globally integrated. What is really new, though, is the sudden realization these three commodities are much more than that. Energy, water and food are strategic commodities, perceived by states as crucial to national interests, security and sovereignty and thus deserving their direct monitoring and intervention. At the international level, they are assets in negotiations, power relations, alliances and conflicts. The conduct of states and political leaders is increasingly influenced by the access to and control over those commodities, and by the ongoing and fundamental shifts in the structure of prices and incomes. Inversely, the markets for those commodities are increasingly influenced by (geo)political framework conditions at the international level, as well as by regional and individual state interventions, and their underlying policies and perceptions.
What does this mean for the geography of poverty and for the position of developing countries? What are their options?and What does this mean for international and development cooperation? Those are the main questions to be explored in the 2007-2008 lecture series of the Society for international Development. 
 
Prof. Michael Klare
Michael Klare is a renowned commentator on the subject of energy security and a Five Colleges professor of Peace and World Security Studies (Hampshire College). He is well known for his books on Resource Wars and Blood and Oil: The Dangers and Consequences of America's Growing Petroleum Dependency (Metropolitan). Klaire also teaches at Amherst College, Smith College, Mount Holyoke College, and the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. Next to this, Klare resides on the boards of directors of Human Rights Watch, and the Arms Control Association. He is a regular contributor to many publications including The Nation, Tom's Dispatch, Mother Jones, and many others. In November 2005, Michael T. Klare alleged that a major factor motivating the George W. Bush administration to attack Iran would be its desire to distract attention from domestic political difficulties and to increase popularity for the President. US popular support for Bush increased by about 10% when the US invaded Iraq in 2003 and only dropped back to its previous level several months later. Michael T. Klare lives in Northampton, Massachusetts.
Prof. dr. Coby J.G. van der Linde

Coby van der Linde is the director of the Clingendael International Energy Programme (since September 2001). In 2004 she was appointed to the Chair of Geopolitics and Energy Management (part-time) at the University of Groningen. She is also a member of the Dutch Energy Council (Energieraad). Her main focus in research is on international oil and gas markets, international energy policy-making, international energy co-operation, EU energy policies, OPEC, Russia, Caspian Sea region, Middle East, economics of energy producing countries, geopolitics and geo-economics of energy relations.

Partners of these lecture series are among others Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, NCDO, ISS, Clingendael, Radboud University Nijmegen, The Worldconnectors, Socires and  Maastricht University
